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A GREAT VICTORY FOR GAWF




7 Feb. 2012

Prohibition of entry to animal circuses in Greece -  a European first

The new Companion Animal Welfare Act was voted by the Greek Parliament, including an exceptional arrangement, for which GAWF started fighting for since 2006. It concerns the prohibition of animal circuses in Greece, which is a European first for Greece. [image: image2.jpg]



Particularly, article 12 of the Act states:

“Prohibition of using any type of animal in any type of shows or other similar activities”. This means that circuses can give performances in Greece, only if they do not possess animals, a victory that justifies GAWF’s struggles for abused circus animals’ welfare.

In 2006, GAWF started a panhellenic organised campaign against animal circuses, in cooperation with Animal Defenders International as well as 52 Greek animal welfare groups. During the next years, pressure was intensified to Greek politicians and public was informed about circus abuse to animals, leading to an extensive pressure by gathering 15,000 signatures and submitting them to the appropriate ministers.

In 2007, Mrs. Iasmi Papatheodorou, GAWF’s legal advisor and partner, compiled an explanatory report and a law draft with regards to prohibition of animal use in circuses, which was submitted for elaboration and resolution to the Ministry of Foods and Agricultural Development.

Today in GAWF, we are particularly happy that our abolishing contribution has led to the attainment of a big animal-welfare vision that is the prohibition of animal circuses in Greece. Moreover, in such times of gloomy financial and political reality, we would like to express our hopes for the future, as Greece pioneers and sends a clear message for animal welfare in Europe.

For more info:  http://www.gawfcircuscampaign.org.uk/campaign.html
